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Holiday Security Reminders  

The holiday season is upon us. Regrettably, an increase in office thefts sometimes accompanies 

this time of year. With an increase in tourists to the Dominican Republic, we can also expect an 

increase of criminal activity in the public sector. Many of these crimes can be prevented by being 

alert and taking a few of the following precautions: 

Shop with friends or relatives if possible; there IS safety in numbers. As you shop, be alert in 
crowded places. Among pickpockets' favorites are jammed aisles, elevators, busy sidewalks and public 
transportation, especially at rush hour. Carry the day's most expensive purchases closest to your body, 
and don't carry so much you lose the ability to react quickly.  
 
If possible, leave your children with a baby-sitter while you are shopping. For holiday shopping, consider 
making arrangements with family or friends/neighbors, and take turns baby-sitting. If you take your 
children with you, keep a close eye on them while shopping. 
 
Teach your children to go to a store clerk or security guard if they ever get separated from you in a 
store/mall, and be sure they know their first and last name so they can tell someone who they are. It's 
best to keep children under four (4) in a stroller. Children in shopping carts should be properly belted and 
seated in the child carrier area at all times —never let your child stand in or push a shopping cart. 
 
Return to your vehicle periodically to check on it and reduce the amount you are carrying and must keep 
track of. Store packages in the trunk or, if your vehicle doesn't have one, out of plain view (on the 
floorboard, under a blanket or clothes, etc). When possible, have purchases delivered instead of taking 
them with you; many businesses offer free delivery during the holiday shopping season. Ask for an escort 
to your car if you feel nervous. 
 
Return to the mall or store for assistance if you spot suspicious activity near your vehicle. Stay alert while 
loading items into or out of the vehicle or arranging cargo stowage. If someone approaches, and you feel 
threatened, get in and lock up until they leave the area; if they loiter, drive away.  
 
Carry enough cash to make your purchases, in lieu of Credit or ATM Cards. Instead of carry large 
sums of money in your wallet, consider using money belts.  Leave your ATM card at home in a safe 
location and If you need to use your credit card, make sure you keep a copy of all purchase receipts.  If 
possible, check your bank account information for several days to make sure that someone had not made 
any unauthorized purchases. 
 
Be observant. Avoid dark areas, short-cuts, cul-de-sacs, and suspicious persons. Stay near light and 
people. 
 
Be prepared to flee potential problems. If apprehensive about any location for any reason, leave.  
 



 

Confine your charitable giving to reputable established organizations, preferably those with a 
local branch. 

If solicited by an individual for personal charity, don't give cash; offer to buy the individual food or drink or 
refer them to local assistance resources. 

If solicited for an unfamiliar organized charity, ask for literature so you can make an informed decision 
about giving; any reputable organization will be glad to provide material or a website address where you 
can check them out. 

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY 

 


